, which then encouraged the setting up of an ad-hoc panel. The panel prepared a report (Astrobiology in the UK, pub. BNSC, 1999) which summarised the then state of UK research in this field. The panel then continued its work and developed into the Astrobiology Forum, which both publicised and encouraged UK research in the field, and also arranged representative links on various international bodies devoted to astrobiological research. The Forum's activities in encouraging the subject in the UK, culminated in the organising of a 3 day astrobiology conference in Cambridge in 2003. At this meeting (attended by approximately 80 delegates), it was decided to re-constitute the Astrobiology Forum into a proper society, with subsequently some 65 members in its first year. The members were very pleased when Sir Martin Rees, FRS and Astronomer Royal, agreed to be its Honorary President.
We are grateful to the editors of IJA for agreeing this opportunity to showcase current research papers from the UK community. It reflects the growing international interest in the high quality work underway in the UK today in this rapidly developing field.
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